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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
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if anybody, anticipated the collapse of the finahanarkets, the need for federal bail-outs of Allli&s banks and the auto industry
Presidential Candidate Obama was talking aboundleel to balance the federal budget or at leasteethe deficit rather than pre

point. Now, real estate values are down approxmdtventy (20%) percent.

ates who are newly admitted to the bar. Howeveamnyrof them just cannot find jobs. Let's all hdpat the economy improves in
the near future.

In the meantime, the poor economy has given rigevariety of issues which have an impact on usi0Ag the recent issues was
effort made by Governor M. Jodi Rell and the Cotiicat Legislature to help reduce the state budgétit by transferring

$2,000,000.00 from the Client Security Fund to@eneral Fund. | learned of this idea right afearding the last issue of the
NEWS BRIEFout for printing or we would have raised the istumn. Nevertheless, at the March 2009 meetirguoBoard of
Directors we discussed the issue and the Boardtdutame to write a letter in opposition to the Goee with copies to members @

incensed by this effort of the Governor and legisia A lawsuit has been filed seeking an injunttio prevent any transfer. | an
pleased to report that it appears that GoverndraRel the legislature intend to abandon the attemtike these funds which are
dedicated to reimbursing clients of defalcatingrattys.

The last issue of thiREWS BRIERnentioned a proposed rule requiring attorneysgolase whether they maintain a professiona
liability policy on a registration form filed annliawith the Statewide Grievance Committee. | urstiend that the Rules Commit
tee has rejected the proposal. | suspect theti@jeis based more on the cost of overseeing damg with such a requirement
rather than on lack of merit.

The state budget crisis has led the Greater Briolgéar Association to take other stands as wale have sent out e-mails to the
membership suggesting that all of our members cotiteir state representatives and senators tesgpheir opposition to the pr
posal to impose a state sales tax on legal servidéshave joined with the Connecticut Bar Assaaratn urging our members to
send a form letter to the legislators. In addititwere is a proposal to cut the funding to théedtaw libraries, including the law
library located at the 1061 Main Street, Bridgemonirthouse. The proposed $2,000,000.00 plus cutdreliminate electronic
materials that could not be renewed in the biennititard copy books could not be updated eitheichSucut would severely
handicap attorneys, judges, law clerks and theipétalm accessing the current law. Again, we dsh you contact your state leg
lators to oppose this cut.

Unfortunately, we do not have many suggestions tworgise revenue. It appears certain that thereyooccupational tax will in-
crease. The question is by how much and whetleeintreased revenue generated by the occupatmnaidrease may be dedi-
cated to law related expenses and/or to legalses\for the poor.

On a more positive note, The Greater Bridgeport&amociation held its Annual Wine Tasting eventtfoe benefit of its scholar-
ship fund on April 2, 2009 at the Mill River Coupt€lub. Thank you to all our sponsors and tolakse who participated in mak-
ing this special event a success. Special thankéctor Ferrante for helping to secure the MilvBi Country Club for the event.
check in the amount of $6,000.00 will be presemteldee DeFusco, Chairman of the Scholarship Funu@ittee, at our Annual
Membership Dinner meeting on May 11, 2009.

(continued on page 3)

Oh, what a difference a year makes! Last May, rabss thought we had a greater amount of wealth t@have now. Few of us,

senting a “stimulus package.” Although real estalles were already down a year ago, most reakpsopad held its value to that

This general state of the economy affects mosifalk in the practice of law. Many of our colleagthave been laid off and many
firms have had to reduce support staff. Plentysofeel that we are asked to do more with lessreceiving less while giving much
more. One of the most pleasant experiences | hageluring my past year as President has beenngeetient law school gradu-

an

the state legislature. The letter appears on pagfehis issue of thBIEWS BRIEF Apparently, attorneys throughout the state were
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2009-2010 SUSTAINING MEMBERS

ADAMS, Il GEORGE GASIDLO, JOHN M. MITCHELL, ROBERT B.
ADELMAN, ROBERT B. GASTON, JAMES O. MORCONE, ANN M.
ADOLPHSON, K. BRADFORD GAVIN, EDWARD J. MULLINS, PATRICK
AHLBERG, KURT M. GENTILE, JAMES J. MURPHY, KEVIN R.
AMBROSE, PETER GILL, MARTHA MUSTON, ANTHONY J.
AMENDOLA, BONNIE GINSBERG, KENNETH J. NEWMAN, NOEL
AMENDOLA, ELAINE S. GORDON, A. REYNOLDS NEWMAN, RICHARD L.
ANDRADE, KIMBERLY GORDON, ABRAHAM NICOLA, ROBERT J.
ARCOBELLO, DANIEL M. GOUVEIA, BILL L. NOCE, JR., VINCENT L.
AUGUST, JON A. GRAHAM, KENNETH A. O'CONNELL, PETER B.
BACHAND, TANYA M. GREEN, BARBARA F. OSIS, DAIGA G.
BAGHDADY, DAVID G. GREEN, JOEL Z. PARIS, MICHAEL
BAGHDADY, RAYMOND G. GREENBERG, DANIEL S. PASQUALE, JACK
BECKER, JANINE GROSS, ERIC M. PENCZER, PETER A.
BELINKIE, DIANE GROSSBERG, LINDA PERRI, CARMINE
BERCHEM, ROBERT L. HARRIS, PATRICIA PETERSON, TAMARA
BERLIN, PATRICIA HAWLEY, JAMES MARR PONVERT, Ill, ANTONIO
BERNARD, CHRISTOPHER D. HECHE, RAYMOND A. REICH, VERONICAE.
BIEDER, RICHARD A. HENNESSEY, WILLIAM J. REILLY, CAREY B.
BISHOP, TIMOTHY A. HIRSCH, JORAM REYNOLDS, KAREN
BOCHANIS, JOHN T. JENNINGS, JR., HON. ALFRED, J. RICCIO, FRANK J.
BOOTHROYD, EMILY JESSEP, JOHN D. RICCIO, JOYCE A.
BORTOLOT, JR., RICHARD V. JULIANELLE, ROBERT RICE, JAMES E.

BOTT, CYNTHIA KAISER, PETER RIGOGLIOSO, JOSEPH P.
BRAUNSTEIN, SAMUEL L. KANASKY, THOMAS RODIE, JR., WILFRED J.
BRIONES, ANNMARIE P. KARPIE, KAREN L. RODRIGUEZ, CHERYL A.
BROWN, CHRISTINE D. KASCHEL, BRIAN D. ROSENBERG. MAX L.
BUCCI, THOMAS W., SR. KELLY, KEVIN C. ROSENSTEIN, SHEILA A.
BUTLER, JAMES E. KENT, RICHARD G. ROSNICK, HAROLD L.
BUTURLA, RICHARD KIAUNIS, GERTRUDE A. ROSNICK, MICHAEL J.
CAROLAN, CHERYLANN KLEIN, MONTE ROST, SAMUEL T.
CARUSO, DANIEL KOEHM, JONATHAN RUBENS, RAY

CERRATO, RICHARD A. KOSKOFF, JOSHUA D. RUSSO, ROBERT D.
CHESSON, ROBERT W. KOSKOFF, MICHAEL SALCEDO, SYLVESTER
CHIOTA, HON. JOHN P. KUDEY, ELEANORE SAPONE, WILLIAM J.
CITRONBERG, DAVID L. KURMAY, CHARLES SCHOPICK, DANIEL
CLOMIRO, RICHARD T. KURMAY, HON. F. PAUL SCHWEICKERT, G. ADAM
COHN, MILTON L. LA BELLA, ANTHONY SHAUGHNESSEY, SHERYL A.
CONNOLLY, JAMES M. LA BRECQUE, KOREEN R. SHEARIN, JAMES T.
CONNORS, MARY ANN LAROCCA, BARBARA SHEEHAN, JOANNE
COSTELLO, KIERAN J. LARRACUENTE, JEROME J. SHEEHY, EDWARD MAUM
COTTER, DANIEL LASKE, Ill, ARTHUR C. SIEGEL, CHARLES A.
COUSINS, STEVEN H. LAUDANO, DAVID J. SIMKO, JR., V. MICHAEL
CRONE, LEONARD M. LAX, SANDRA SMITH, BRIAN W.
CZEPIGA, EDWARD F. Il LAZINGER, SAMUEL J. SOBEL, PAUL A.

D'AMICO, GEORGE P. LEVY, STEVEN SPODNICK, JONATHAN E.
DE FUSCO, LEOPOLD P. LICHTENSTEIN, JOEL H. STRATTON, MICHAEL A.
DE LUCA, REGINA M. MAGGIOLA, STEPHEN SULLIVAN, GAYLE

DE NICOLA, JR., FRANK A. MAHONEY, DOUGLAS P. SUTTON, NEIL W.

DE YOUNG, NEAL A. MAIOCCO, HON. JOHN P. TODISCO, AMY E.
DENNISTON, GARRETT MALINOWSKI, JOHANNA S. TREMONT, JASON E.
DRISCOLL, MAUREEN E. MARESCA, JR., SALVATORE A. URY, FREDERIC S.
DUMAS, MARK MARESCA, ROBERT A. VALENTINE, MARK C.
DUNN, KATHLEEN M. MARIA, SUSAN VOCALINA, MICHAEL V.
DWORSKI, DAVID H. MARZIK, ROBERT K. WALKLEY, NANCY L.
EDWARDS, PAUL T. MASTRONY, DONALD J. WALSH, JR., THOMAS J.
ELIOVSON, LINDA L. MAXHAM, KATHLEEN N. WEIHING, THOMAS J.
ELSTEIN, BRUCE L. MAXWELL, THOMAS F. WEISMAN, MICHAEL J.
ELSTEIN, HENRY MC CARTHY, JAMES WICH, SCOTT M.

EWING, MICHAEL F. MC CREERY, EDWARD P. WILLIAMS, ARTHUR
FARCUS, JOAN I. MC CORMICK, JEFFREY V. WILLINGER, ANN MARIE W.
FAXON, JOEL T. MC DONOUGH, SANDRA M. WILLINGER, JR., CHARLES J.
FERRANTE, VICTOR M. MC ELLIGOT, SHAWN YUDITSKI, THOMAS M.
FERRARA-LORIS, VICTORIA T. MC ENERY, GERARD ZOWINE, LOUIS C.
FLEISCHMAN, CHARLES W. MC LOUGHLIN, MEGAN

FODEMAN, ALAN B. MEEHAN, JR., RICHARD T. THE GBBA APPLAUDS
FRESSOLA, ALFRED A. MEEHAN, MICHAEL S.

FRIEDMAN, ARTHUR MERLY, LAWRENCE J.

FURKIOTIS, GEORGE C. MEUSER, JOSEPH E. ITS 210 SUSTAINING
GALLAGHER,CHRISTOPHER M. MEYER, R. CHRISTOPHER

GANS, DEENA MEYERS, MICHAEL A.

GANS, MYRNA MILLER, BARBARA S. MEMBERS
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (continued)

Kathleen Dunn and the Community Outreach Committéth) donations from the membership, purchasedpamed and serve
lunch to approximately 245 people at the ThomastdfeHouse on April 21, 2009. Thank you to all lmé$e who donated and
contributed their time to this worthwhile endeavér list of those who participated and/or contridmiappears on

page 3 of th&lEWS BRIEF

Our Business, Commercial and Bankruptcy Law Conemijtthaired by Scott Charmoy and Charles CosteNe presented two (
programs recently. On April 23, 2009, Secretarthef State Susan Bysiewicz provided an overviethefoperations of the Sec
tary’s Office. She included information regarditgg Commercial Recording Division, the Small anchdity Business Service
Unit and the Foreign Investigations Unit. A questand answer session followed the presentatidddayetary Bysiewicz.

The Greater Bridgeport Bar Association’s Law DagdgPam was a tremendous success. The Law Day Caeemithaired by
Michael Ewing, Adam Schlein and Frank Bailey orgaui the event commemorating the theme of “A Leg#dyiberty” and cele
brating the bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln’s birthaw Day is designed to encourage an understgrafithe rule of law in a fre
society. The program began with the Connecticuypeljate Court hearing oral arguments on two (2esds the Bassick Hig
School Auditorium here in Bridgeport. Associatiorembers Michael Ewing, Jared Lucan and | cooperaiéh Principal Ror
Remy and Social Studies teacher Jason Purzyckiejpape approximately 100 students to hear the aggtsn They reviewed th
appellate briefs and discussed them with the stsdaradvance. The attorneys involved in the arguisibefore the court remain
after the arguments were completed to have a queatid answer session with the students.

The Annual Law Day Interfaith Service was held oayM, 2009 at the Golden Hill United Methodist Gttuand involved clerg
of many faiths. A reception followed the servickare our student essay contest award winners we@iaced and presented w
cash prizes. See page 5 of this issue of the NBRIEF for a listing of the award recipients. Thisar, the Association’s Liber
Bell Award, which recognizes a person who has doutied to the understanding of the rule of lawidliam J. Carroll. | an
nounced his receipt of the award at the receptilaviiing the interfaith service. Sal DePiano waitesent the Liberty Bell Award

William J. Carroll at our Annual Membership Dinfdeeting.

Speaking of the Annual Membership Dinner Meetinigok forward to seeing all of you on Monday, Mal, 2009 at Testo’s Re
taurant on Madison Avenue in Bridgeport. We pilésent the Association’s Distinguished Serviceafdmo Attorney Robert §
Tellalian, Sr. in recognition of his dedicated seevto the greater Bridgeport community. Bob haske&d with Goodwill Industrie
to assist the poor and the disabled. Bob has els@d as a member of the Board of Trustees of tleat€r Bridgeport Symphor
and he has been a member of the Connecticut bzer $849. Lee DeFusco will have the honor of priasgrhe award.

This year, the Association’s Career Service awagsgo Attorney Raymond W. Ganim. Ray Rubens pvifisent the award a
speak of Ray'’s stellar career over the last si&f) (fears here in Connecticut. Ray Rubens assuedse won't take sixty (60) mi
utes to review those years, but he can’t guarami@elong Ray Ganim might speak if he gets the ngbome. This is one of tho
“CAN'T MISS EVENTS.” If you haven't already made your reservationsapé do so right away.

Of course, we will elect a new slate of officerslanfew new directors of the Association at the tinge Sam Braunstein is real
to take the reins as president and will help |dedassociation to reach its goals of providing gssfonal growth opportunities a
collegial support. | thank Sam for all the helglaupport he has provided me with this past yedrlamish him well. Not only
Sam, but many of our past presidents have helpgdjaided me during my term as president. Doug MakipBob Mitchell, Karel
Reynolds and Jeff McCormick were always there aadly to help. Of course, our committee chairs lmaganized and present
many wonderful programs during the past year akiolw many more are on the way. | thank the memfaerall their contribu;
tions to the Association over the past year andaffarding me the opportunity to serve as Presidéithe Greater Bridgeport B
Association.

Finally, | must recognize the dedicated service tha Executive Director Nancy Ganassini has dedideto the Association. S
does a great job and it's a pleasure to work wéth tShe is the force that drives the Greater Bypagt Bar Association.
Nancy, | salute you!
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RE: CLIENT SECURITY FUND/DEFICIT MITIGATION BILL
Dear Governor Rell:

| am greatly dismayed to learn that the Deficitilyation Bill has passed with bipartisan supporaldgirge majority in both the State
House of Representatives and the Senate. Appwréml bill has your support as well. Normallyyduld be pleased to hear about
cooperation between the legislative and executimadhes of our state government. But | considgadtwhen one of the few
things you can all agree on is the need to raidsumhich are contributed by attorneys in good stantbr the dedicated purpose pf
reimbursing victims of lawyer defalcations and/or programs designed to prevent such misconduct.

| write to you as an individual attorney and assitent of the Greater Bridgeport Bar Associatibnecently met with the Board of
Directors of the Association where we discussedahethat you and the legislature have approptiate million ($2,000,000.00)
dollars from the Client Security Fund to help cltise budget gap in this fiscal year by transfertinig money to the General Fund.
The Board of Directors requested that | write thtter to express our individual and collectiverage.

In the mid 1990’s | also served as a member ofwenecticut Bar Association’s (CBA) Client Secuitynd Committee. | consid
ered this committee one of the most important caees and | was proud to serve for such a noblegse:. Please understand that
the primary goal of professional organizations saslthe CBA and the Greater Bridgeport Bar Assimgids to advocate for its
members and to afford them opportunities for prsifasal growth through continuing legal educatiod aanllegial support. By ad-
vancing this goal we help assure the general ptitdicattorneys are both competent and ethicale¢hlawyer commits a defalca-
tion it reflects negatively on the entire professicConsequently, commencing in 1961 and contintonghirty-eight (38) years
until 1999, the CBA ran the client security fundaagrivate fund dedicated to reimbursing victimslefalcating attorneys. The
funds were generated by membership dues.

In the late 1990’s, the CBA’s Client Security Fubdmmittee realized that its dues structure wasfficgnt to compensate the vig
tims. We also noted that rarely were the offendavgyers members of the CBA or any local bar asgmei. At the time, we also
realized that only five lawyers in the state acdedrior over ninety (90%) percent of the claims.atldition, we also noted that
most often the offending attorneys suffered frooohblism, drug dependence or gambling problemaas€guently, the CBA noti-
fied the judicial department and a cooperativeréfias made to transfer responsibility for the @i8ecurity Fund to the State as
of January 1999. The State of Connecticut haclil@y to collect an annual fee from all attornéigensed to practice law in the
state rather than just from attorneys who chodeetmme members of the CBA.

However and most importantly, the Client Securitmé& was, is and should forever be a dedicated timmeimburse victims of de-
falcating attorneys and to help prevent defalcatiorthe first place. There is no authority allogithe fund to fill a gap in the
budget. Section 2-68 of tli@onnecticut Practice Boodstablishes the Client Security Fund with verycdmepurposes as follows:

A client security fund is hereby established tonpote public confidence in the judicial system amelintegrity of the legal
profession by reimbursing clients, to the extewwjated for by these rules, for losses resultingnfithe dishonest conduct
of attorneys practicing law in this state in theise of the attorney-client relationship and byvpdimg crisis intervention
and referral assistance to attorney’s admittetiegpractice of law in this state who suffer frommodlol or other substance
abuse problems, or who have behavioral health pradl Section 2-68(a) of tli@onnecticut Practice Book

The Connecticut Practice Boalfoes further concerning the fee charged to atyerne

The judges of the superior court shall assess anahffiee in an amount adequate for the proper payofeclaims and the
provision of crisis intervention and referral atmice under these rules and the costs of admiimigtire client security
fund. Section 2-70 of théonnecticut Practice Book

If the fund has a surplus it should be returnedttorneys who paid the fee in the first place dletbover to cover the cost of future
defalcations and/or crisis intervention. | findrdnic that the fund is established to reimburstims whose money is wrongfully
taken and then the governor and the legislaturs tefund for a purpose other than that for witiehas designed

When | served on the client security fund oeer {10) years ago, | had the chance to speak vathyraf the victims. Most all of
them used the terms betrayal and misplaced comfedand trust to describe their feelings. Thisissdame sentiment that | and my
colleagues in the profession are feeling now withrmisuse of the client security funds.

Governor, we ask that you and the legislaturesglegght this wrong.

Thank you for your attention.
Very truly yours,

RICHARD A. CERRATO
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE

Thank you to all of the volunteers for helped prepand serve lunch at the Merton House on AprilZ009. We served abg
1,000 meatballs, 52 pounds of pasta with sauceiesobread, tossed salad and "pounds” of fruéics& approximately 245 pe
ple. Everyone had a great time. Our work, gengra@sid cooking was greatly appreciated.

The following persons volunteered their culinarjlisk Karen Reynolds, Megan Mc Loughlin, Jim Hughes, PaBerlin, Nicole
Levine, Kevin Coles, Peter O'Connell, Maureen DelVehio, Dennis Murphy, Richard Cerrato, Dawn Clark, Claire Devi-
das, Nancy Ferraro Wechsler, Michael Wechsler, Emi#& VandenBroek and Kathleen Dunn Thanks also to the followin
members who sent contributiond?atricia Berlin, Richard A. Cerrato, Robert B. Clark, the law firm of Cohen and Wolf,
Robert P. Cohen, Lee DeFusco, James M. Hughes, Rich®. Japha, the law firm of Koskoff, Koskoff and Beder, Maurizio
Lancia, Edward McCreery lll, Karen Reynolds and Victor Ferrante.

If anyone has any ideas for a summer project, pleaatact me. Thank for your continued support.

The Association would like t
offer a special thank youto
Kathleen Dunn who eac
year organizes this worth
event.

Pat Berlin is getting the fresh fruit Karen Reynolds prepares sauce for
ready. 245 people. WOW!

Kathleen Dunn, Community Outreach | P . Ly -
Chair and organizer of this event is : -
wondering WHAT NEXT?

Kevin Coles takes a second
to pose for the camera.

Maureen DelVecchio smileg
while preparing the salad.

LAW DAY COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES ESSAY WINNERS
LIBERTY BELL AWARD RECIPIENT

The Law Day Committee is pleased to announce thaeviof this year’s Liberty Bell AwardVilliam J. Carroll . The award will
be presented at the Annual Dinner Meeting on May2009. Congratulations!

The winners of the essay contest are:

HIGH SCHOOL WINNERS: HALLEN SCHOOL:
1ST PRIZE: LEANNE M. CRUMB (CENTRAL H.S.) 1ST PRIZE: WOODY JEAN-SIMON
2ND PRIZE: GHALIB SANNI (HARDING H.S.) 2ND PRIZE: LA'SHIRA JONES

3RD PRIZE: TANEYA BURKE (CENTRAL H.S.) 3RD PRIZE: EDWIN NIEVES
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CHILDREN AND DRINKING PARENTS

By: Diane Belinkie

Twelve to fourteen million adults abuse alcoholneOn five adults living today were raised in a leowherg
one or both parents were alcoholics. Over sevdiomchildren live in homes where one parent isalgoholic.

The sad news is children of alcoholic parentsoéten forced to live with the problem alcoholic gat.

The National Center for Health Statistics repthigty-two percent of adults drank five or moredadiol drinks
in one day during the past year. Alcohol-inducedemses are the cause of over 100,000 deaths each Research
indicates that more than half of all suicides, hmd#s and traffic accidents in the U.S. are alcoglaited.

The American Medical Association and the World ke#@rganization recognize alcoholism as a disease.
Blaming the drinker or taking the alcohol away fréme alcoholic will not put an end to the conditio8imilar to othef
human diseases, such as diabetes, cancer, ethpliden does not disappear by removing the calde disease of
alcoholism often requires direct medical interventi Family members cannot control the parent'slitiom and are nat
the cause of the parents drinking problem andgefbes, should not be blamed for the disease. @rilcheed to be
aware that if their parent has a drinking problémey are not at fault. Additionally, children nedknow that the paf-
ent is ill, has a disease and needs help. It itant for children to not be ashamed or embagchés seeking assis-
tance. If the drinking parent had heart diseasaldvanyone hesitate in letting feelings of embamasnt or being
ashamed interfere in getting help?

FACTS ABOUT ALCOHOLISM

Alcholism is a disease characterized by a compulsiarink alcohol.

Alcoholism is a disease because of its impairménh® body’s health. It causes abnormal, progvesdegenera
tion of the body’s organs.

Alcoholism affects the mind. Alcoholics not onlgdome physically dependent; they are often psygddy de-
pendent.

Alcohol is the chemical fermentation or distillatiof fruits and grains.

The American Medical Association and the World He&rganization recognizes alcoholism as a disease.

Alcoholism affects everyone differently. The imriad effects range from mild mood changes to cotagtess of
coordination, balance, vision and speech.

An alcoholic craves alcohol. Once the body is etddi to alcohal, it relies on this chemical simiiarhow it relieg
on oxygen.

Chronic alcoholism is a progressive and often fdisdase.

Although the causes of alcoholism are difficultdefine, a majority of medical research physiciansctude that
alcoholism is caused by a combination of genesigchological, environmental, physical and sociatdes.

TE!
SAVE THE AUGUST 31, 2009
GOLF/TENNIS OUTING (O

WHITNEY FARM&OLF COURSE
MONROE, CT
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SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE

7th ANNUAL WINE TASTING

On May 11, 2009 at the Annual dinner Meeting, ttesdciaiton
will present Lee DeFusco, Chair of the Scholarswiph a check
in the amount of $6,000 for our Scholarship Furitk €vent was
held at the Mill River Country Club in Stratford épril 2, 2009.
Thank you to members who support this event amitaspon-
sors.

PLATINUM: KOSKOFF, KOSKOFF & BIEDER
STRATTON FAXON

GOLD: ADELMAN HIRSCH & NEWMAN
TREMONT & SHELDON
FRIENDS: BRAUNSTEIN and TODISCO, PC

RICHARD A. CERRATO
EDWARD F. CZEPIGA Il
KAREN REYNOLDS

Raffle prizes were donated Bafé Roma, Barcelona Restau-
rant and Wine Bar, Ralph ‘n’ Rich’s, Testo’s Restarant,
Joseph’s Steakhouse, Epernay Restaurant, Harper'§lnile-
ver, Nancy Ganassini and Mill River Country Club.

—
L-R:
Josephine
Ferrante [~ >
and Tony
Cefalogli.
<
L-R: Cristina
Mongillo, a new
member who won a
couple raffle prizes,
Richard A. Cerrato
and Kathy Kochiss-
Mongillo
=5
L-R: Thomas Max-
well, Co-Chair-Special
Events Committee,
Peter Ambrose and his
wife, Irene, and Victor
Ferrante

A TRUE STORY
By: Diane Belinkie

| wanted to start off my return to writing for the
newsletter with something meaningful. Diane Belinie

A lady in a faded gingham dress and her hush
dressed in a homespun threadbare suit, steppetheffrain in
Boston, and walked timidly without an appointmemtbithe Har{
vard University President’s outer office. The stary could tel
in a moment that such backwoods, country hicksrnmathusines
at Harvard and probably didn't even deserve torb€ambridge)
She frowned.

“We want to see the President,” the man saidysoftl
“He’ll be busy all day.” the secretary snapped.

“We'll wait.” the lady replied.

For hours, the secretary ignored them, hoping the|
couple would finally become discouraged and go away

They didn't and the secretary grew frustrated famally
decided to disturb the President, even though & wahore sh
always regretted.

“Maybe if they just see you for a few minutes,tHe
leave”, she told him. He sighed in exasperatiod andded
Someone of his importance obviously didn't have time to

spend with them, but he detested gingham dressbsiamespun

suits cluttering up his outer office.

The President, stern-faced with dignity, struttedard
the couple. The lady told him, “We had a son wtteraled Har
vard for one year. He loved Harvard. He was hapge. Bu
about a year ago, he was accidentally killed. Aydhusband an
| would like to erect a memorial to him, somewhenecampus.”

The President wasn't touched; he was shodg
“Madam”, he said gruffly. “We can't put up a statfor every
person who attended Harvard and died. If we diis placg
would look like a cemetery.”

“Oh, no”, the lady explained quickly. “We don’tant to
erect a statue. We thought we would like to giveuilding to
Harvard.”

The President rolled his eyes. He glanced agithgham
dress and homespun suit then exclaimed, “A buildifigp you
have any earthly idea how much a building costs@ Have ove
seven and a half million dollars in the physicamlat Harvard”.

For a moment the lady was silent. The Presideas
pleased. He could get rid of them now. And theylturned td
her husband and said quietly, “Is that all it cdststart a univern
sity? Why don’t we just start our own?”

Her husband nodded.

The President’s face wilted in confusion and beexri
ment. And Mr. and Mrs. Leland Stanford walked awagveling
to Palo Alto, California where they established timéversity tha
bears their name, a memorial to a son that Hamvardnger care
about.

You can easily judge the character of others by tiey
treat those who can do nothing for them or to them.
Malcolm Forbes
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Special Needs Trusts Offer Benefits

for Families with Disabled Children
Kevin C. Kelly — Bishop, Jackson & Kelly, LLC

Families with disabled children must take specakdn their estate planning to ensure that thabdksl child’'s need
are met and continued care remains for that chii#8me. This requires the family not only tosearch and find th
proper care, placement and services for that childalso to adequately provide for the child’'ssergt and future finar
cial needs.

In most cases, in order to accomplish this goa,fémily will need to provide its own financial cegces and suppl
ment those resources with government entitlememefits such as Social Security Disability, Medicaviedicaid (Title
XIX), state cash programs and local property taeengptions.

Federal Law Allows Special Needs Trusts

How does a person qualify for such an entitlemeag@mm without becoming impoverished? Simply fytcreating &
“special needs trust”. According to Federal sigtthe trust is established by a parent, grandpdesmral guardian g
court. It must be established solely for a disatideneficiary, as defined by the Social Securityndrdstration, aged 6
or less. There are limitations, though, to madeain the trust will qualify.

First, the trust must provide that, upon the deditthhe disabled beneficiary, the trustee’s firsligation is to repay an
state that provided medical assistance to the lmigagfup to the amount of such assistance renddieel statutes allo
for a trust (a so-called “OBRA '93 Trust) that wduiot disqualify a disabled beneficiary from reaggvMedicaid of
prevent a parent or grandparent from making a feang assets to the trust.

These trusts become an important planning toobé&th the disabled beneficiary and for parents andparents wh
are facing long term care expenses. This is bectgs&ransfer of wealth to these trusts are exdmopt Medicaid's
“transfer of asset” rules and both the disablecebeiary and parent may qualify for Medicaid bet&fi

The special needs trust will supplement, not redurceplace, the public entittement benefits awddao the disable
beneficiary. In the event there are no entitlentemefits available, then the trust becomes a leetochold and manag
the beneficiary’s assets and support the benefiaidnis/her accustomed lifestyle.
Advanced Planning Options.

1. Retirement Plans

Qualified retirement plans are a valuable toolunding special needs trusts but only if a thoroagalysis of the appl
cable rules is undertaken to ensure the intendexbone. A recent IRS private letter ruling illused why it is impor

tant to know both public benefit and tax rules.isTiuling held that since the trust was intendedeteive public bene

fits, the son’s life expectancy could be used foudate the required annual minimum distributiofidis is very signifi-
cant from a tax perspective as well as meetingtheary goal of caring for someone with limited lapito care for him
or her self.

Life Insurance Trusts & Cristofani

Federal law allows a donor to exclude from taxafiies $13,000 of present interest gifts made eaténdar year. Dg
nors who wish to make an annual exclusion gift tauat for the benefit of a disabled person oftamehdifficulty main-
taining adherence to this law and its eligibilityder the public entitlement rules. The problers li@ giving the dis
abled beneficiary &rummeywithdrawal power which qualifies the gift for tipgesent interest annual exclusion
risks the loss of public entitlements if the bediefiy does not exercise the withdrawal power.

(continued on Page 9)
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Special Needs Trusts Offer Benefits (continued)

In a recent court cas&gtate of Maria Cristofan{1991),
the IRS acquiesced to allow trusts that h&remmeywith-
drawal powers granted to non-contingent benefiek
other than the disabled beneficiary. This is ai@aarly
useful technique in paying premiums in life ins

trusts. However, the IRS continues to challengked
Crummeywithdrawal powers which are situations wh
the non-disabled beneficiaries enjoy only discreiy in-
come interests, remote contingency rights to theaneder
or no rights to income or remainder. In those sasge IRS
believes the non-exercise of thHerummey withdrawal
power results from a prearranged understanding tin¢f

donor that these rights were not meant to be esedci The
IRS disallows the gift tax annual exclusion forgbdypes

of trusts. Here again, careful planning would ecttyou
and your beneficiary.

3. 529 Plans

An innovative way to utilize annual exclusion gifgiin the
special needs area is to have the trust own a E2Bgmd
have third parties make gifts directly to the 528np This
works because the gift qualifies for the annual @ik ex-
clusion, the assets grow income tax free under btitg
and Federal law, distributions for education expenarg
made tax free and distributions that are not edvrcax-
penses are allowed but taxed at the beneficiamdaary
income tax rates plus a ten percent penalty.

As demand on government resources and servicemge
to increase in the current economy, the privateipran of
funds to a special needs trust for the benefit disabled
child has never been greater.

SPACE FOR RENT—FAIRFIELD

Fairfield Office Space for Rent
192 sq. feet
Off street parking, walk to train
$600 includes utilities

CALL: 203-254-7544
EMAIL: sheryll78@aol.com
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CLERK'S CORNER

By: Wendy.Kergaravat

COURT CLOSURE

Court will be closed on Monday, May 25, 2009
observance of Memorial Day. Civil short calendall vake
glace on Tuesday, May 26, 2009. There will be ind short

alendar on Monday, June 22, 2009; civil short rodde will
take place on Tuesday, June 23, 2009. Court wiltlbsed on
Friday, July 3, 2009 in observance of Independé&rae

n

LEGAL EXCHANGE

The first Legal Exchange took place at the Judicia
District of Fairfield at Bridgeport on March 23,28 Over
fifty attorneys &legal staff, twelve judges and tweniyi-
viduals from Clerk’s Offices and Court Operatiotiteaded the
event. The agenda included topics submitted imade by the
Bar and Bench, along with presentations on E-fiking the
Foreclosure Mediation Program. The Legal Exchanget-
ings are intended to enhance communication amahgst
Bench, the Bar and the Cleskoffices by providing a forum
for addressing various local issues; disseminatifagmation
about the implementation of new statutes, Pra&mek rules,
or policies; and discussing any existing problemsgal Ex-
changes are taking place throughout the state fiftedn judi-
cial districts and will take place twice a yearat&s for upcom-
ing Legal Exchanges and information on the progaagnavail-
able on the judicial webaww.jud.ct.gov go to”Attorneys”,
then select “For Attorneys”, and then select “Leigei
change”). The next Legal Exchange in Bridgepoetisected
to take place in September or October. Attorneyssaipport
staff are encouraged to submit topics and conderrtbe next
Legal Exchange, as well as comments and suggestgasd-
ing the March 23rd Legal Exchange to
legalexchange@jud.ct.gar directly to
wendy.kergaravat@jud.ct.gov

MANDATORY ELECTRONIC FILING OF

RECLAIMS & DESIGNATED FILERS

As of March 16, 2009 attorneys and law firms |are
required to electronically file short calendar oiai and rer
claims in all e-filable cases (i.e., all cases Viitle million and
six million series docket numbers ) unless an esichufrom E-
Services Requirements has been granted.

Attorneys registered with the Statewide Grievance
Committee and law firms which have obtained a lam furis
number may designate authorized individuals todéee initia
tion documents on their behalf. Designated filmnes intended
to include individuals such as marshals (not cdristaff
within a law office).
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ELDER LAW

By: Diane Belinkie

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act wasesignto law on February 17, 2009. Individuals wag
ceive Social Security, Social Security Disabilibslirance (SSDI), Supplemental Security Income (S&l)iroad Re}
tirement or Veteran’s Administrations disabilitynsgon will receive a one time payment from the Wy&vernment of
$250.00. The one-time payment is scheduled teeahy the end of May 2009.

Individuals who are residents of long-term careilities and are Medicaid-eligible or are on Medicaho
draw social security benefits will also be eligitdereceive the stimulus. The stimulus paymeMNT considered in-
come and will not be counted as a resource fontenths in calculating benefits under Medicaid. $280.00 shoul
also not be included as gross income for tax p@gRos

L

A Medicaid-eligible resident will not be put ovére state’s income limit because the $250.00 wili e
counted as income. Additionally, the patient paythe month the payment is received by a Mediaaiging facility
resident should not increase. The nursing honfeality is not allowed to take the one-time paymenpay the bill
even if the resident gets state assistance.

The payments will be distributed to beneficiariegshe same way they currently receive their bégebnly
there will be an additional and separate transadtidvay.

SSDI beneficiaries under age 18 will not receiag payments at all. Individuals with special need® re-
ceive both SSDI and SSI benefits will receive oot $250.00 payment. These stimulus payments dooomt as inf
come for either program.

More information is available afww.socialsecurity.gowr 1-800-772-1213.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

By: DmBelinkie
Some of the 2008 bills affecting child protectibiatt passed both houses of the legislature include:
Public Act 08-41 An Act Concerning Youth Who Run Avay

Until January 1, 2010 a Judge may order a 16 gredr old runaway who has been adjudicated as laeigguth in cri-
sis” to submit to the control of their parents, igli@ns, foster parents, etc. for a period of timedourt specifies.

Public Act 08-86 An Act Concerning Families with Sevice Needs

A number of changes in the laws governing familiéth service needs (FWSN) children are addressethigmbill.
These children are defined as under the age obd &eéginning January 1, 2010, under age 18) wive han away
without good cause, are truant or beyond contrdheir parents or school authorities, or are engageertain forms af
sexual or immoral conduct.

Public Act 08-5 An Act Concerning the Teaching of @ildren with Autism and Other Developmental Disabilties
The Commissioners of Education and Developmentali@ss, and the Chancellor of the Connecticut Statversity
System are required to define autism and develofahdisabilities, and to define a state-wide plamtorporate mett]
ods of teaching children with autism and develop@atisabilities into programs, requirements, aathing.
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OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE
SOUTHPORT

Southport office space for rent — 3 offices
130 sq. feet each, first floor

$1,100 - $1,250/mo.

Fairfield/Westport line,
close to Southport Harbor, 1-95
and train station

Contact Rita (203) 319-7100
Email: rscacchia@brodywilk.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MAY

11TH—ANNUAL DINNER MEETING HELD AT
TESTO'S, RESTAURANT, BRIDGEPORT

20th—FORECLOSURE COMMITTEE MEETING-
12:30 P.M. AT OFFICES OF THE BAR

JUNE

AT OFFICES OF THE BAR

18TH—CLIENT TRUST ACCOUNT SEMINAR-
3:00 P.M. AT COURTHOUSE

22ND—SUMMER SOCIAL—5:15 P.M. AT BLACK
ROCK YACHT CLUB

AUGUST

31ST—GOLF/TENNIS OUTING WHITNEY FARMS
GOLF COURSE

3RD—BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING-8:00 A.M.

MEMBER BENEFITS

401(k) Plan for Law Firms
Michael J. Moniz, CitiStreet
617-376-4622 Email:
mjmoniz@citistreetonline.com

Professional Liability Insurance
John Kronholm,

Kronholm Insurance Services
800-842-8444, ext: 104

Email: jkronholm@aol.com

Group Health & Life Insurance Plans:
Group Health (Oxford & ConnectiCare),
Retiree Medical, Term Life &

Dental Insurance

Don Sheehan, National Employee
Benefit Companies (NEBCO)

from AmMWINS Group Benefits
401-734-4107
Email:-don.sheehan@amwins.com

These programs and services are available to ymedai
ately, so feel free to call or e-mail any of thetzwts pro-
vided above.

THE COMPLETE LAWYER:
An online magazine for members

GBBA members have a new resource at their dispog
to help guide their careers, their businesseslaid personal
lives. Along with regular features on these sulsj@rtd more,
each issue ofhe Complete Lawyetackles an important topic
facing lawyers.

A new issue offhe Complete Lawyewill be available
to GBBA members every two months.

ExploreThe Complete Lawyemow!

Go to:

www.thecompletelawyer.com/bars/greater-
bridgeport-bar-association/

to see your issue dhe Complete LawyerIn the future, you
can also visit The Complete Lawyer by visiting eweb-

site: http://www.bptbar.org
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